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978 km to Darwin

•	 Next G Country is available in most towns 
along the Overlander’s Way and about 
10-20km on either side.

•	 Standard mobile phones will have 
coverage from Townsville to Charters 
Towers, from Cloncurry to Mount Isa, and 
also in Tennant Creek.

For more information visit:  
https://www.telstra.com.au/coverage-
networks/our-coverage or your mobile carrier.

Interesting facts about road trains: 
•	 Road trains can be enormous – often over 

55 metres long with more than  
56 wheels.

•	 It has been known for cattle riding in 
these road trains to relieve themselves on 
passing cars, keep your windows up!

•	 Always give way to road trains.

•	 Mount Isa is the birthplace of Greg Norman, 
Pat Rafter and Deborah Mailman.

•	 Mount Isa’s population is made up of people 
from 90 different nationalities.

•	 They say that once you cross the Leichhardt 
River in Mount Isa, you are guaranteed to 
return to The Isa one day.

•	 The maiden QANTAS flight was from 
Charleville to Cloncurry in November 1922.

•	 Julia Creek is famous for the Julia Creek 
dunnart. www.juliacreekdunnart.com.au

There are plenty of accommodation options 
along the Overlander’s Way, including 
caravan parks, hotels and motels, host farms 
and backpacker hostels. Accommodation 
information is available from the Visitor 
Information Centres and tourist organisations 
listed in this brochure. Savannah Way is an alternative route back 

to Cairns. Pick up this road north at either 
Burketown or Normanton, and see hot springs, 
lava tubes, rock pools and ancient gorges along 
the way. Visit www.gulf-savannah.com.au for 
more information.

Fossil Facts and Figures
•	 The Kronosaurus had teeth the size of 

bananas.
•	 100 million years ago, Richmond was 

covered with over 40 metres of water and 
was part of the ancient inland sea.

•	 Minmi, the 100-million-year-old Ankylosaur, 
was so well preserved that part of its gut was 
intact. Scientists are trying to establish what 
this dinosaur’s last meal was.

Mount Walker is a scenic lookout 10km south 
of Hughenden. This mountain boasts six 
different lookouts, giving a 360-degree view 
of the district. There are spectacular photo 
opportunities at sunset.

•	 At its peak, Charters Towers was the 
second largest city in Queensland with 
a population of around 30,000,  29 
crushing mills and 65 hotels.

•	 Gold was first discovered there in 1871.
•	 Over the next 50 years, more than 6 

million ounces of gold were found.

Ravenswood, near Charters Towers, is an old 
gold mining settlement tucked away amongst 
rolling hills. A little further south is Burdekin 
Falls Dam which holds four times as much 
water as Sydney Harbour. Here you can relax at 
the caravan park, or go fishing or boating.

•	 April to October – These are the dry winter 
months. The climate is very pleasant, with 
temperate days and cool nights.

•	 November to March - Summer is the wet 
season so expect higher temperatures and 
the chance of minor localised flooding.

For more information visit:  
http://www.weatherzone.com.au/qld/
northwest

•	 Quarantine restrictions apply when 
entering the Northern Territory. Please 
check the latest restrictions before 
crossing the border.

•	 The first major fuel and rest stop is the 
Barkly Homestead Wayside Inn, located  
at the junction of the Tablelands  
Highway. Barkly Homestead offers a full 
range of fuel and motoring services, 
motel accommodation, caravan and 
camping facilities and there is even a 
swimming pool.

Mobile Coverage

Outback Yarns
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Outback Queensland’s ancient landforms  
hold the secrets of the cretaceous age, a  

time when the Outback was part of a vast  
inland sea with marine reptiles and  

prehistoric creatures roamed the earth. 

“

“

“

“The world heritage-listed Riversleigh Fossil Fields 
are among the richest and most extensive fossil 
Vertebra deposits in the world and are a highlight 
at the Riversleigh Fossil exhibition and laboratory.

Points of Interest
The Overlander’s Way is rich in authentic heritage experiences that explore the legends, characters  
and rich landscapes of our fascinating past.

	 North Queensland Gateway, Townsville
Visit the Townsville Museum of Tropical Queensland where interactive 
displays provide visitors with an entertaining introduction to life in the 
tropics, or Jezzine Barracks and Townsville Military Tours to explore the 
rich military history of our region.

	 Charters Towers – “Ghosts of Gold”
When gold was discovered in Charters Towers more than 140 years ago, 
the ensuing gold rush saw it grow to become the second largest city in 
Queensland. Charters Towers – ‘Ghosts of Gold’ has breathed new life into 
the city’s magnificent civic buildings, including the Stock Exchange and 
World Theatre.
Feel the history come alive by taking a guided tour around the heart of 
the town where your guide will take you inside some of these prominent 
buildings. There are daily tours (seasonal timetables) or if you dare, try a 
guided night ‘Ghost Tour’, just for fun! The activities and spectacular views 
on Towers Hill are also a must so allow yourself enough time. The stories 
and authenticity will amaze you.

	 Hughenden – Porcupine Gorge National Park
The Porcupine Gorge National Park is known as Australia’s ‘Little Grand 
Canyon’. Towering cliffs of vibrantly coloured sandstone  and dense 
vegetation dwarf its clear, cool flowing creek. 
The Gorge is best viewed from either the lookout or the National Park 
campsite area. Walk along the track from here to the base  of the Gorge - a 
perfect place for a swim. Bookings essential.

	 Kronosaurus Korner, Richmond
Visiting Australia’s premier marine fossil museum, Kronosaurus Korner, is 
an unforgettable prehistoric adventure, where you see some of the most 
awe inspiring marine creatures such as ‘Penny’ the Richmond plesiosaur – 
Australia’s best vertebrate fossil, ‘Krono’ Kronosaurus queenslandicus – a 
10 metre, giant marine reptile and ‘Wanda’ – Australia’s largest fossilised 
fish. Take a hand-held audio guide for a self-paced tour while the kids 
can entertain themselves at the Krono Kids Korner. Start with a theatrette 
presentation where you can step back in time and watch our prehistoric 
sea monsters come back to life.
Kronosaurus Korner is an accredited visitor information centre; the 
friendly staff can provide you with both local & regional information. 
The souvenir shop stocks a wide range of toys, gifts and apparel for both 
adults and children. 

	 Julia Creek Visitor Information Centre
Make ‘At the Creek’, your first stop when visiting Julia Creek. Located on 
the main street, ‘At the Creek’ is a tourist attraction offering an authentic 
snapshot into outback living. The friendly local staff are dedicated to 
helping you experience all that Julia Creek, the McKinlay Shire and 
Outback Queensland has to offer. Make sure you’re there for the daily Live 
Dunnart feeding show. 
	 Cloncurry Unearthed VIC and Museum
Cloncurry Unearthed VIC and Museum houses history and memorabilia of 
Cloncurry, Mary Kathleen and the surrounding district. See the Burke and 
Wills history display which includes Burke’s water bottle. The mineral and 
gem collection is ranked by experts as one of the most comprehensive  
in Australia.  
Aboriginal artefacts are also on display, along with outdoor  historic 
machinery and the Ford Rail Ambulance.

	 Outback at Isa, Mount Isa
The Outback at Isa Visitor Information Centre is an award winning tourism 
facility and any visit to Mount Isa should start here. Outback at Isa is a 
stone’s throw from some of the city’s most popular attractions including 
The City Lookout and Buchanan Park, home to the Mount Isa Rotary 
Rodeo. The Hard Times Underground Mine Tour, Isa Experience Gallery 
and Riversleigh Fossil Centre are all also located here.
The friendly and knowledgeable staff at Outback at Isa can provide you 
with information about attractions, shopping, dining, accommodation 
and things to see and do while in the Isa.  
Outback at Isa has the latest information on roads and weather, plus 
advice on where to go when starting your outback journey. Enjoy the free 
WIFI facilities, a café serving meals and coffee, or find something unique 
in their Explorers Gift Shop.

	 Battery Hill Mining Centre, Tennant Creek
The 1930’s Battery Hill mining site overlooks the township of Tennant 
Creek. The Underground Gold Mine echoes the soul and spirit of the 
miners with its operational machinery and authentic sound and lighting 
displays. Daily tours let you experience the past and present methods 
of mining and you can even indulge in some gold panning. The Social 
History Museum and Minerals Museum are also worth a visit.

To Muttaburra
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